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Texts Unit 4
Check-in
Let’s do something fun
	Luke:
	I don’t usually like museums but Cutty Sark is different. It costs money to go on the ship, but it’s cool.

	Luke:
	Greenwich Park is my favourite place. It’s big, so it’s great for football!

	Dave:
	At the Royal Observatory you can stand over the Meridian Line with one foot in the east and the other in the west.

	Dave:
	Greenwich Pier is a good place to watch the boats on the Thames. The Greenwich Foot Tunnel starts near the pier too. It’s fun to run under the river!

	Dave:
	Mudchute Farm is across the Thames from Greenwich. A farm in the city – cool. And it’s free!

	Luke:
	I love the water slides at Arches Leisure Centre!


Station 1

Well, what’s your idea?
After school on Friday …
	Dave:
	Hey you two. Let’s do something fun together at the weekend.

	Jay:
	Great idea, Dave! But Luke: No football, OK?

	Luke:
	OK, OK. Do you like swimming?

	Jay:
	Yes, I do. Swimming is fun.

	Luke:
	We can go to Arches Leisure Centre.

	Dave:
	Not so fast! I don’t like swimming and water slides.

	Luke:
	Oh, sorry. Well, what’s your idea?

	Dave:
	What about something special? Do you know the Cutty Sark museum?

	Jay:
	No, I don’t. But is a museum cool?

	Dave:
	Very cool – and exciting too.

	Luke:
	Great. So where can we meet? And what time?

	Dave:
	Let’s meet at my house on Sunday. I live on the way to Cutty Sark.

	Jay:
	Is 11 o’clock OK? In my family we don’t get up very early on Sundays.

	Dave:
	Yes, 11 o’clock at my house is fine. OK, see you on Sunday morning!


Station 2

Does the farm look nice?
“Do you spell it with S?” Olivia asks.

“No, you don’t. You spell it with C,” her father Desmond tells her.

At last Olivia finds the website for Mudchute Farm.

“Does the farm look nice?” Claire asks.

“Yes, it does,” Olivia says. “They’ve got lots of animals.”

“Have they got rabbits?” Olivia’s half-sister Lucy asks.

“Yes, there are rabbits at Pets Corner. Look, I can show you a photo of them.”

Lucy is very happy. “I love rabbits and rabbits love me!” she says.

The website gives lots of information. The farm doesn’t open on Mondays, but it’s open all other days of the week. It’s easy to get there from Greenwich too. They can go by DLR (Docklands Light Railway).

“But does it cost lots of money?”

“No Dad, it doesn’t. It’s free. And we can take our own picnic,” Olivia says.

The Frasers like the idea of Mudchute Farm. “What about next Sunday?” Olivia asks. “Maybe Holly can come with us.”

“Yes, ask her,” Claire answers. “But Sunday is often a bad day. Lots of people.”

“Claire is right. Let’s go on Saturday,” Desmond says. “But we want good weather – so keep your fingers crossed!”

Station 3

Can you help me, please?

A tourist stops Dave, Luke and Jay in a street in Greenwich.
	Tourist:
	Excuse me. Can you help me, please? How do I get to the tourist information centre from here?

	Jay:
	Sorry, I don’t know. I’m new here.

	Dave:
	Hm, I’m not sure …

	Luke:
	I can tell you the way. – Go down Nelson Road and turn left into King William Walk. Then go straight on past College Way. The tourist information centre is on the right, opposite Cutty Sark.

	Tourist:
	Oh, lots of names! But thank you.

	Dave:
	Don’t worry about the names. We’re on the way to Cutty Sark, so come with us.


Story

The captain and the cabin boy
Dave, Luke and Jay go aboard Cutty Sark. They see an old sailor on the deck of the ship. He says hello to the visitors. “Ahoy, boys! I’m from a family of sailors, and I know lots of exciting stories about the sea. Tell me: Do you like stories?” “Yeah,” Jay answers. “We like good stories,” Luke says.

“Well then, listen to this story about Cutty Sark ...”

A: It’s 1875. Cutty Sark is on the way to England with tea from China. She’s a fast ship, but it’s a very long way. Lots of things can happen when there’s lots of water and no land. After only a week at sea a bad storm starts. Big waves throw the ship here and there. The captain can’t hold the wheel.

“Reef the sails, everyone! Fast!” the captain shouts to his sailors. “You too!” he tells the cabin boy Ben Briggs.
B: It isn’t easy to climb the rigging, and in a storm it’s dangerous too. Ben is fourteen. The boy does his best, but the work is new for him and he’s slow. The captain doesn’t like what he sees. He thinks Ben is scared.

“Cutty Sark needs brave sailors!” he shouts. “Come down, Briggs – you’re in the way!”

This is awful for Ben. He really wants to be a sailor.
C: The sailors climb the rigging and reef the sails. Now the captain can hold the wheel with the help of the first mate. Everyone is tired, but there’s no time to sleep. The storm is very dangerous.

“Bring us something to drink, Briggs!” the captain shouts.

Ben runs and comes back to the deck with water. But he doesn’t get to the wheel – because just then a monster wave hits Cutty Sark!
D: Whoosh!!! The wave hits the wheel, and the first mate falls into the sea.

“Help!” he shouts. “I can’t swim! Save me!”

The captain throws a lifebuoy, but the first mate can’t get to it. “Lifeboat!” the captain shouts.

Two sailors run to one of Cutty Sark’s lifeboats, but Ben knows the first mate needs help right away. Ben can swim. He jumps into the water. He swims to the lifebuoy and takes it to the first mate. He stays with the first mate till the lifeboat comes.
E: Well, and that’s how the captain finds out he’s wrong about his cabin boy. He’s sorry about his angry words, and after the storm he talks to Ben.

“Brave people make good sailors,” he says. “I’m very happy to have you on Cutty Sark, Briggs!”

“Wow, that’s a great story. Thank you very much,” Jay says. “I think the cabin boy is cool,” Luke says. “How do you know his story?” Jay asks.

“Well, boys, remember: I’m from a family of sailors,” the man answers.

“Wait a minute. What’s your name?” Dave asks.

“Briggs,” says the sailor. “My name is Briggs.”
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