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Text A

“I can’t believe that there was no Internet when my parents were my age,” says 17-year-old John Burns from Newcastle. “They didn’t even have mobile phones!” 
What adults call “new” media nowadays is generally quite normal for the younger generation. Young people use the Internet constantly to buy and sell things, place bets on their favourite football teams or download music. In the last few years the mobile Internet has become more and more important. Both young people and even older people have discovered how easy it is to get in contact with other people on the Internet or to just post their ideas and tips. 
But this all only started about 30 years ago when computer expert Tim Berners-Lee invented the new programming language HTML and put his new software onto the Internet for free. Soon businesses and 
private people realized how useful the Web could be – and that was the start of a worldwide success 
story. (158 words)
Text B

According to police reports internet crime is still rising sharply in Britain and criminal fantasy seems to be unlimited. In London for example, online fraudsters are targeting students and holidaymakers by offering cheap rooms and flats. People who are interested have to pay deposits in cash before they even see their new homes. Often these homes do not really exist. 
“Phishing attacks” are also on the rise. Fraudsters try to get people’s credit card or account details by sending them e-mails that seem to come from their bank or the government. Many other internet crimes are connected with the buying and selling of goods. The buyer sends the payment, but the goods never arrive. In other cases where the seller may agree to payment after delivery, he or she never receives the money or the buyer may use a stolen credit card to pay. The police warn all internet users to be very careful about using their personal data and only to use the service of internet auction sites which guarantee safe payment up to a certain 
amount. (178 words)
Text C

When newspaper reporter Susan Brady met Detective Sergeant Jones, she was not aware of what would happen in the next few minutes. She was investigating ‘child grooming’. In such cases, men or organized gangs approach children in chatrooms in order to get in touch with them. Very often these criminals use false identities. 
Sergeant Jones had already registered Susan with her new username “alice13” and clicked the button to tell other users that she was online. Within a few minutes several people wanted to have a chat with “Alice”. As the reporter started chats with some of her anonymous partners, she soon felt that the conversation was going in an unpleasant direction because she was asked very personal details. That is when she stopped the chats.
Sergeant Jones explained: “The Internet has provided new opportunities for paedophiles. Many of them are waiting online to get in contact with potential victims. But now the police are allowed to become active. We need not wait until a crime is committed, instead we can enter the various meeting places on the Internet and do undercover investigations. In this way we have been quite successful. But there is still a lot to do and you wouldn’t believe how many paedophiles there are online right now.” (211 words)
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